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First and foremost, we hope you are all safe and well at this time. It is now over a year since we closed for the first lockdown and hard to believe that this horrible virus is still having such an impact on all our lives. There is certainly hope for the future with the roll out of the vaccine and a significant improvement in hospitalisation admissions. 
We are very grateful to our 5th and 6th years for their cooperation and effort to keep us all safe in school since they have returned to school. 
We are really looking forward to having all students back after Easter. 
Return to school for all students:  We are expecting all students to return to school after the Easter break on Monday 12th of April. The Department of Education has decided to close school for all students one week earlier than normal for the summer holidays. School will  finish on Friday 28th of May for all students.    
Covid Safety Measures: With the return of all students and the existence of new covid variants it is vital that we all cooperate and play our part to keep the virus out of school. The normal measures remain in place and we ask that a special effort is made to improve social distancing. The return to education declaration form (attached) must be signed by all students (inc 5th and LC) and brought in on the 12th of April. If you cannot print a form then we will provide one on the 12th and you can return it on the 13th.   
Leaving Cert: Our LC Cert students are by now know well aware of all the options available to them in this year’s state exams. Some of our LC students are completing oral exams and/or music practicals exams over the Easter break and we wish them the best of luck.     
Junior Cert: As you are aware the Junior Cert has been cancelled. We will however be holding summer exams for all years bar Leaving Certs. JC students will receive a school summer report and will receive a certificate from the Department of Education at a latter stage.  
Parent Teacher Meetings: As we are unable to hold PT meetings this year we are providing progress reports around the time the PT meetings were due to take place. The 2nd and TY  reports are  available online through VS Ware since earlier today (26/03/21). The 1st and 5th year reports were made available earlier this term and can still be viewed online. Please contact the office if you have any difficulty viewing these reports.   
Evening Study: We will be offering evening study for 5 weeks commencing on the 12th. This is at a subsidised rate of €50 with numbers limited to a max of 30. 
Communication: It is very important to us to be able to communicate easily with you.  If you are not receiving any texts and or emails please get in touch with the office on office@mercywaterford.com or 051 373476  to update your contact details.  
We are very aware that many students and their families are finding this extended lockdown profoundly difficult and that some students disengaged with online learning. Hopefully we will return to some type of normality after Easter.   
As always you are very welcome to contact us should you have any concern.  
Enjoy the Easter holidays. 
Mary Meade       Johnny Brennan     
    

