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April 2026
Subject: The Importance of Good School Attendance
Dear Parents/Guardians,
As you may be aware, to support positive attendance, we are promoting our “Strive for 5” initiative, which encourages students to be in every class every day for a particular week. Next week (20th to 24th ) it’s the turn of our 1st years. All students who come to school every class every day will be entered into a draw.  
Good Attendance helps ensure students stay on track with their learning and fully benefit from all school opportunities. Students who attend school consistently benefit academically, socially and emotionally. Even small absences can quickly add up and impact learning:
· 10 days missed = approx. 2 weeks of learning lost
· 20 days missed = approx. 4 weeks lost
· 30 days missed = approx. 6 weeks lost
Under the Education (Welfare) Act 2000, schools must notify Tusla (Educational Welfare Service) when a student reaches 20 days’ absence, whether explained or unexplained. Our ANSEO Attendance Team supports attendance by monitoring patterns, working with students, and communicating with families where needed. Our aim is to work in partnership with you to support your daughter’s attendance and well-being.
To support this, we encourage families to:
· Arrange appointments outside school hours
· Avoid holidays during term time
· Encourage full-day attendance
If have any concerns affecting attendance, please contact the school so we can support you.
Thank you for your continued support.
Kind regards,
The Mercy ANSEO Attendance Team. 
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